1. YOUR INTRODUCTION
A summary of the article; Briefly summarize the main points of the article and its conclusion; this summary should be no longer than three to four lines and connect to your ultimate conclusion about the effectiveness of the article.

2. A CLOSE READING OF THE ARTICLE
Demonstrate a close reading of the article; Discuss AT LEAST THREE of these elements that are especially relevant to your analysis:
· Who is the author and what are his/her credentials?
· Where was the article published? What is the publication’s reputation for fact-checked information?
· What evidence does the author provide to support his or her claims?
· Where does this evidence come from? What research does it appear the author did before writing the article?
· What information is missing from the article? Does the evidence included or excluded suggest a particular bias?
IMPORTANT ***This section (above) and your Intro should represent LESS THAN HALF of your final analysis.*** 

3. YOUR EVALUATION
Evaluate the article’s conclusions; This is where you decide whether or not the article is effective at meeting the needs of an informed citizenry
Discuss how the article measures up by considering:
· How does the story provided match up to the headline used to promote the story and get attention?
· How does the author meet the burden of proof? Cite specific evidence, how it was obtained and how the journalist presented it. 
· In what ways was the other side of the question or issue represented?
· What are some ways that other news outlets covered this story? What does this comparison tell you about how this author approached the story compared to other journalists?
· How does the article address what is left unknown, unanswered, or unclear? What does this tell you about how this journalist approached the story? 
4. YOUR CONCLUSION

Now summarize your contribution by emphasizing the article’s greatest strength as an artifact of our “shared knowledge.” This was Madison's concern. We need knowledge to help us "govern ignorance." Be sure to also mention any important weaknesses that we should use in evaluating its overall usefulness for an informed citizenry.

